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Rationale:

Arnold Spirit is an independent, brave, and funny character, whose

skength of resolve leads hinr to challenge the pressures 0f his tribe to

stay or the reservalion, and better his life by attending an all white

school, where he knows he will receive a better edtication. He battles

the wrath of his best friend, the dysfunction withtn his own family, as his

dad is often too drunk to get hrn to school, and ihe djsdain ol many of
his fellow tribal members. bLrt perseveres and discovers the pleasures of

intellectual growth and the approval of new hiends. While the young

adLrlt novel is accompanied by engaging il[rstrations. it is not for younger

or iess rnature readers, as the difficulties of contemporary hdians are

exposed by Alexre. To kuly understand Arnold's story is to understand

the dilenrma of lndians today. who battle poverty, alcoholism, and

despair, while seeking to maintain their cultural traditions. Alexie's irony

is clear, yel his hero survives, and wrns our adntiration. This largely

aLrtobiographical rrovel is a conrpelling read. light-hearted yet at the

Summary of the Work:

"ln his lirst book for young adLrlts, bestselling alrthor Shennan Alexie tells

the story of Junior [whose real name rs Arnold Spirit], a budding

cartoonist who leaves his school on the Spokane lndian Reservation to

attend an all-white high school. This hea(breaking. iunny, and

beautifully written tale, coupled with poignant drawitigs that reflect the

character's art, is based orr the author's own experiences and chronicles

the contemporary adolescence of one Native American boy as he

attempts to break away from the life he seems destined to live."

(from The 0fflcial Alexie Website. 1 September 2008.

http:i/www.fallsapafi .conVtruediary. htm#awards)

Professional Reviews and/or Critical Essays:
See htto://www.fallsapa(.comltruediarv.htm#awards for lrnks.

The New York llnres, "Off the Rez," by Bruce Barcott

November 11.2007

The Cohnnbus Dispalch, "Novel celebrates resilience oi yoLrth," by Kelli

C. Trinoskey. October 22, 2007

Chicago Tribune, "Angst and comedy, Tales of racism, amnesia. fantasy

and death,' by Kristin Kloberdanz

0ctober 13, 2007

NPR A/l Ihings Consklered, "Alexie s Absolutely True Diary' , 
' by Alan

Cheuse, October 1. 2007

teenreads.com, "The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Tinte lndian,' by

Jana Sicilrano. October 2007

Book Paqe, "Negotiating the Boundaries Between Two V{orlds.'

october 2007

San Francisco Chronicle, "Sherman Alexie's new novel takes teen off
rhe reservat,on.' by Reyhan Harmanci

September 30, 2007

Chlcago Srrrr lrrnes, "A year rn the life of a nerdy American lndian," by

Karen Cruze, September 23, 2007

* Print resources are available kom the library media center and

libraries in the district. Contact any library medra specialist to view the

scholarly sources.
* Scholarly reviews are also available online through Books in

Print and Gale. Contact the library nredia specialist to obtain usernarne

and passrrrord infomation to access the subscription database of fulltext
reviews.
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Notes on the Text:
ln€ besl way Io eveiuaie and urdemiard a,rovel is Io pe(sanally riad ihe book in ils

erlret_v )

While Ihe Absoiilely True Diary of a Paft-Tinrc /rrdran is huntorous and

deeply satirical, it is also quite serious. Students will benefit frorn

background information about Native American history, and their

sihration on the reservation loday.

The novel ha$ some explicit sexual references. Less matLrre readers

would do well to remember not io let these passages detract from the

nreaning of the novel.

A NCTE published accompanying resource is available. Shernran A/exie

r/) lhe C/assroorn. Written by Montana teachers, the bock featirres an

accompanying websrte: http:ilalexie.website.ooooleoaqes.com

Connection to the Curriculum:

Amold's story sheds light on the phght of Native Anrericans today. ln

addition, it affirms the power of best ltiends to both hurt and heal. Teens

will relate to Arnold's efforts to lift hiniself out of an imperfect situation

and better his life.

Additional Connections;
AP llahts Essetilial/Appie{l trenas Ftrs. elc.)

For older teen readers, Arnold's story presents connections to the situatron of Native Anrericans today. See the Notes on the Text lor additional
resources for the novel.
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